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A.  NATURAL FEATURES AND TOPOGRAPHY 
 
Hillsborough County is located in west-central Florida bordered by Pasco County to the north, 
Manatee County to the south, Polk County to the east, and on the west by Pinellas County and 
Tampa Bay. The 39.2 miles of coastline in Tampa Bay is home to an estuary, a place where fresh 
water and salt water meet and mix to form a unique habitat. At high-tide, Tampa Bay which is 
Florida’s largest estuary, represents 398 square miles of Hillsborough Counties total 1,266.4 
square miles. These many miles are comprise of 1,051 miles of land and 215.4 miles of water 
broken down into 39.7 inland miles, 155.9 coastal miles and 19.8 miles territorial. Hillsborough 
Counties’ topography ranges from sea level to approximately 160’ in the Keystone area of 
northwestern Hillsborough County. 
 
Hillsborough County is the economic hub of the Tampa Bay metropolitan region. Its diverse 
industries include: the chief financial district in downtown Tampa, the Port of Tampa - the largest 
seaport in the state based on tonnage, beaches and theme parks that provide tourist year round 
destinations, both private and public colleges and universities, respected medical and medical 
research facilities and a thriving agricultural sector. The agricultural industry is strong and 
produces strawberries, tomatoes, grapefruit, oranges, squash, tangerines, watermelons, cattle, 
dairy products, broilers and eggs in addition to an aquaculture industry which produces such 
products as aquarium fish and aquatic plants. 
 
As the county continues to grow and thrive, however, it remains vulnerable to a wide range of 
natural, technological and man-made hazards. Natural hazards include hurricanes, floods, 
tornadoes, storm surge, lightning, high winds, sinkholes, wildfires and drought. Technological 
hazards include electrical failures, sewer failures, radiologic exposures, cyber incidents, and 
chemical exposures. Human-made hazards include terrorism, mass casualties, bomb threats, 
hostage situations and workplace violence.  Hillsborough County and its population of more than 
one million residents need to prepare of all of them.  
 
Identifying both the physical and the cultural geographic features of a region are vital in order to 
understand and prepare for the impact of the various types of hazards. Section II builds a profile 
of Hillsborough County in an effort to identify, understand and make available information to its 
citizens to be used to prepare Hillsborough Counties’ residents to mitigate, respond, and to 
recover from various types of hazards.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Hillsborough County Local Mitigation Strategy 

Page II-3 

 

FIGURE 2.1: MAP OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              
 
 
Hillsborough County is comprised of four jurisdictions including three of which are incorporated 
including Tampa, Plant City and Temple Terrace. Of the three, Tampa is the largest in both size 
and population followed by Plant City and then Temple Terrace. 
 
The physical features of the county were described in the Conservation and Aquifer Recharge 
Element of the county’s Comprehensive Plan as follows: “…by virtue of its subtropical climate and 
variable hydrology and geology, [Hillsborough County] supports a rich and diverse complement 
of natural resources.”  There are four major rivers in the county: Hillsborough River, Alafia River, 
and Little Manatee River. The features of these rivers were described in the Conservation and 
Aquifer Recharge Element as follows: “The Hillsborough River begins in the Green Swamp and 
then flows southwestward draining 690 square miles before emptying into McKay and 
Hillsborough Bay. The Alafia begins in Polk County and flows westward. It drains a 420 square 
mile basin and also enters Hillsborough Bay. The Little Manatee River begins in southeast 
Hillsborough County and northeast Manatee County and flows west to Tampa Bay, draining 225 
square miles.” 
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FIGURE 2.2: FLORIDA WATERWAYS: HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY OUTLINE, 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: Map from Maps ETC 2008. Maps ETC  is a part of the Educational Technology Clearinghouse and produced by the 
Florida Center for Instructional Technology © 2007 the Florida Center for Instructional Technology © 2007College of Education, 
University of South Florida. This map above was created by Florida Center for Instructional Technology (FCIT) and shows the 

waterways of Hillsborough County. All major rivers (RIV), streams, creeks (CRK), lakes (LK), and swamps are labeled.  

http://etc.usf.edu/maps/
http://etc.usf.edu/
http://fcit.usf.edu/
http://fcit.usf.edu/
http://www.coedu.usf.edu/
http://www.usf.edu/
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TABLE 2.1: FLORIDA WATERWAYS MAP FEATURES, HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

 
 

B.  DEMOGRAPHICS  
 
The 2010 Census determined that Hillsborough County’s population was 1,229,226. In 2014, the 
University of Florida’s Bureau of Economic and Business Research (BEBR) estimated the 
county’s population to be 1,279,560 making it the fourth most populous county in Florida. In terms 
of future growth, BEBR estimated the County’s population will increase to 1,668,800 by 2035.  
 
The 2010 Census found the population for Hillsborough Counties’ four jurisdictions to be 24,541 
in Temple Terrace, 34,721 in Plant City and 335,709 in Tampa and 834,255 in unincorporated 
Hillsborough County. In 2014, the jurisdictional populations were estimated to be as follows: 
        

TABLE 2.2: AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY BY JURISDICTION 

 

Alafia River Alderman Creek Archie Creek Baker Creek Bell Creek 

Big Ditch Blackwater Creek Boggy Creek Brusshy Creek Bullfrog Creek 

Campbell Branch Chito Branch Cockroach Creek Curiosity Creek Cypress Creek 

Dug Creek English Creek Fish Creek Fishhawk Creek Flint Creek 

Halls Branch Hillsborough River Hollomans Branch 
Howard Prairie 

Brook 
Howell Branch 

Hurrah Creek Indian Creek Itchepackesassa Keystone Lake 
Lake 

Thonotosassa 

Little Bullfrog 
Creek 

Little Fishhawk 
Creek 

Little Manatee 
River 

Mizelle Creek New River 

North Prong  
Alafia River 

Owens Branch Pemberton Creek Rocky Creek Sherrys Brook 

South Prong  
Alafia River 

Spartman Branch Sweetwater Creek Thirtymile Creek Turkey Creek 

West Branch Wolf Branch    

Source: Florida Center for Instructional Technology, Tampa, FL: University of South Florida, 2008. 

Note: The Floridian aquifer, the largest potable water aquifer in Florida and one of the most productive aquifers in the world (Ground 
Water Atlas of the United States, 1990) (for citation http://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_g/G-text6.html) with rich deposits of 
phosphate rock, lies under the county. It was also noted in the Conservation and Aquifer Recharge Element that the karst 
topography of the County has created a mosaic of solution sinks and depressions. 

Jurisdiction 

Area  

(per sq. mile) 

Estimate 2014 

(Pop. Growth) 

Persons (per sq. mile) 

Tampa 177 347,230 1,962 

Plant City 28 35,050 1,252 

Temple Terrace 7 24,680 3,526 

Uninc. Hillsborough County  1,004 872,600 869 

Hillsborough County 1,216 1,279,560 1,052 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1 for Florida; Population Estimates prepared by 
The Planning Commission (2011). 
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According to the U.S. Census Bureau (2010), in Hillsborough County racial composition is 

comprised of the following: 

• White alone: 71.3% (876,137) 

• Black or African American alone: 16.7% (205,073) 

• Some Other Race: 5.0% (61,554) of which 24.9% (306,635) identified as either Hispanic 

or Latino from either race  

 

TABLE 2.3: RACIAL COMPOSITION BY JURISDICTION (ESTIMATES) 

  
Hillsborough 

County 
Plant 
City 

Tampa 
Temple 
Terrace  

Unincorporated 
Hillsborough County  

Total 1,257,913 35,398 343,768 24,889 834,155 

White alone 913,889 28,019 220,449 18,493 624,082 

Black or African 
American alone 

212,004 4,575 89,311 3,834 107,161 

American Indian & 
Alaska Native alone 

6,677 0 2,478 21 3,205 

Asian alone 43,742 396 11,911 1,228 28,682 

Native Hawaiian  948 0 315 0 643 

Some Other Race 
alone 

44,631 1,623 9,469 698 44,223 

Two or More Races 36,022 785 9,835 615 26,258 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Table B02001: Selected Race Characteristics, 2009-2013 5-Year American Community Survey. 

Note: Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising 
from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90 percent margin of 
error. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to non-sampling error.  

 

TABLE 2.4: HISPANIC OR LATINO BY SPECIFIC REGION 

  
Hillsborough 

County 
Plant 
City 

Tampa 
Temple 
Terrace  

Unincorporated 
Hillsborough 

County  

Total Population 1,229,226 34,721 335,709 24,541 834,255 

Hispanic or Latino (any race) 306,635 9,984 77,472 3,597 215,582 

Mexican 65,578 6,861 9,583 479 48,655 

Puerto Rican 91,476 1,569 24,057 1,245 64,605 

Cuban 65,451 419 21,295 520 43217 

Other Hispanic 84,130 1135 22,537 1,353 59105 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census.  
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TABLE 2.5: AGE DISTRIBUTION BY JURISDICTION 

 

According to the 5-year American Community Survey, data collected in 471,340 households 
countywide between 2009 and 2013 identified select information regarding income and 
benefits in 2013 inflation-adjusted dollars (American Community Survey [ACS], Table DP03, 
2013). In Hillsborough County: 

Median household income is $49,597 

Median family income is $61,448 
Median non-family income $31,437 
Average per capita income (dollar) was $27,149 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Hillsborough 

County 
Plant City Tampa Temple Terrace 

Description Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Total 599,084 630,142 16,803 17,918 164,061 171,648 11,722 12,819 

<5 41,220 39,239 1,412 1,415 11,064 10,443 763 670 

5-9 40,719 39,018 1,392 1,319 10,375 10,018 687 598 

10-14 42,407 40,428 1,362 1,296 10,775 10,155 696 641 

15-19 44,848 43,319 1,305 1,297 13,160 13,281 838 900 

20-24 44,505 47,348 1,201 1,208 13,595 15,165 1,499 1,663 

25-29 44,008 46,015 1,244 1,305 13,344 14,020 1,061 1,099 

30-34 41,339 42,515 1,147 1,204 12,150 12,100 815 816 

35-39 42,426 43,672 1,118 1,146 11,708 11,826 702 716 

40-44 43,700 44,544 1,101 1,201 11,893 11,555 642 752 

45-49 45,817 47,282 1,131 1,214 12,472 12,263 720 804 

50-54 41,463 43,496 1,077 1,085 11,334 11,465 732 869 

55-59 34,443 37,842 852 1,015 9,466 9,682 708 864 

60-64 29,665 32,711 811 882 7,477 8,161 619 698 

65-69 21,342 24,459 524 684 5,185 5,937 425 536 

70-74 15,292 18,679 471 556 3,686 4,714 298 409 

75-79 11,607 14,946 331 447 2,868 4,026 218 317 

80-84 8,101 12,246 195 332 2,018 3,404 184 247 

85+ 6,182 12,383 129 312 1,491 3,433 115 220 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census.  
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TABLE 2.6: HOUSEHOLDS BY INCOME BY JURISDICTION (ESTIMATES) 

  
Hillsborough 

County 
Plant City Tampa Temple Terrace  

Total 466,765 12,226 135,591 9,659 

Less than $10,000 35,717 873 14,838 694 

$10,000 to $14,999 25,651 612 9,136 530 

$15,000 to $19,999 26,031 837 8,785 565 

$20,000 to $24,999 27,370 795 8,336 721 

$25,000 to $29,999 26,230 849 7,929 552 

$30,000 to $34,999 25,847 858 7,741 553 

$35,000 to $39,999 23,622 721 6,285 544 

$40,000 to $44,999 24,010 447 6,891 392 

$45,000 to $49,999 21,222 653 5,448 455 

$50,000 to $59,999 40,057 1,010 10,698 911 

$60,000 to $74,999 45,528 1,323 11,537 1,172 

$75,000 to $99,999 54,252 1,347 12,348 994 

$100,000 to $124,999 33,100 658 8,036 612 

$125,000 to $149,999 19,386 521 4,678 382 

$150,000 to $199,999 19,642 440 5,487 319 

$200,000 or more 19,100 282 7,418 263 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census.  

 
Before concluding this section, it is important to note that in Hillsborough County there were 
200,994 individuals living in poverty, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2012 American 
Community Survey (ACS).  
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TABLE 2.7: POVERTY STATUS BY TYPE BY JURISDICTION 
 

Poverty 
Factors 

Hillsborough County Plant City Tampa 
Temple 
Terrace 

All ages 200,994 6,377 69,343 3,923 

5-17 66,797 2,704 23,071 1,138 

>18 118,648 3,382 40,206 2,599 

65> 15,549 291 6,058 186 

Families 40,042 1,392 13,226 663 

Female 
headed 

20,170 772 7,317 350 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2012 American Community Survey (ACS). 

Note: Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising 
from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90 percent margin of 
error. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to non-sampling error.  

 
 

C.  HOUSING MIX  
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2010 there were 474,030 occupied housing units in 
Hillsborough County. Of the 474,030 occupied units 288,819 were owner-occupied and 185,211 
renter-occupied. Additionally, there were 62,062 vacant units. The average household size was 
2.62 for owner-occupied and 2.43 for renter- occupied.  

 
TABLE 2.8: HOUSEHOLDS BY JURISDICTION 

 

  

Hillsborough 
County 

Unincorporated 
Hillsborough 

County  

Temple 
Terrace  

City of 
Tampa 

Plant 
City 

Occupied housing units 471,340 315,743 9,723 138,589 12,159 

Owner-occupied 
housing units 

282,929 205,455 5,228 70,570 7,082 

Population in owner-
occupied housing units 

767,556 548,388 13,439 178,080 20,280 

Average household size 
of owner-occupied units 

2.71 (X) 2.57 2.52 2.86 

Renter-occupied 
housing units 

188,411 110,288 4,495 68,019 5,077 

Population in renter-
occupied housing units 

470,010 276,649 10,953 154,483 14,921 

Average household size 
of renter-occupied units 

2.49 (X) 2.44 2.27 2.94 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 5-Year American Community Survey. Table 25008: Household Population and 
Household Type by Tenure/Table DP04: Select Housing Characteristics (2013).  

Note: Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising 
from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90 percent margin of 
error. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to non-sampling error. 
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The 2010 Census shows of the 466,765 housing units’ countywide that 301,309, or 56%, were 
single-family detached. The majority of housing was single-family detached in the jurisdictions as 
well with 46% multi-family structures and over 8 % mobile homes.  
 

TABLE 2.9: HOUSING TYPE BY JURISDICTION 

HOUSING TYPE 
Unincorporated 

Hillsborough County  
Temple Terrace  Tampa Plant City 

Occupied housing units 309,289 9,723 138,589 12,159 

Vacant housing units 43,945 1,369 21,701 1,223 

Homeowner vacancy rate N/A 0.9 2.8 3.0 

Rental vacancy rate N/A 10.0 8.3 6.6 

UNITS IN STRUCTURE         

Total housing units 353,234 11,092 160,290 13,382 

1-unit, detached 200,429 5,329 88,064 9,116 

1-unit, attached 24,563 1,350 9,280 314 

2 units 5,746 87 4,830 396 

3 or 4 units 13,104 717 6,847 572 

5 to 9 units 18,919 735 8,364 696 

10 to 19 units 29,637 1,234 13,224 948 

20 or more units 21,785 1,640 27,159 591 

Mobile home 38,532 0 2,441 737 

Boat, RV, van, etc. 519 0 81 12 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 5-Year American Community Survey (ACS). Table DP04: Select Housing 
Characteristics (2013). 
Note: Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising 
from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90 percent margin of 
error. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to non-sampling error. 

 

The continued population growth in Hillsborough County was reflected in the distribution of 
housing units by the year they were built. Of the 539,526 total housing units 219,684 were built 
since 1990, 303,388 were built from 1939 to 1989 and 16,454 were built before 1939.                                                                    
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TABLE 2.10: YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT BY JURISDICTION (ESTIMATE) 

Subject: 
Year Structure Built 

Uninc. 
Hillsborough 

County  
Temple Terrace  Tampa Plant City 

    Total housing units 355,606 11,092 160,290 13,382 

  Built 2010 or later 2,885 15 1,393 82 

  Built 2000 to 2009 86,389 1,771 30,189 2,270 

  Built 1990 to 1999 73,629 1,477 17,466 3,124 

  Built 1980 to 1989 85,689 3,479 20,227 2,793 

  Built 1970 to 1979 60,817 2,157 21,005 1,459 

  Built 1960 to 1969 27,419 913 20,573 1,395 

  Built 1950 to 1959 13,403 1,202 26,023 1,389 

  Built 1940 to 1949 3,055 46 9,760 268 

  Built 1939 or earlier 2,320 32 13,654 602 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 5-Year American Community Survey (ACS). Table DP04: Select Housing 
Characteristics (2013). 

Note: Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate arising 
from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90 percent margin of 
error. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are subject to non-sampling error.  

 

According to the Hillsborough Property Appraiser, the median value for the 279,677 owner-
occupied housing units countywide in 2014 was $198,900. The distribution of these units by value 
was a follows: 

 

<$50,000:    23,473 

$50,000 - 99,999:   52,717 

$100,000 - $149,999:   57,268 

$150,000 - $199,999:  51,456 

$200,000 - $299,999:  50,795 

$300,000 - $499,999:  30,286 

$500,000>:   13,682 
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TABLE 2.11: PROPERTY VALUES BY JURISDICTION  
OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 

 

  Plant City 
Unincorporated  

Hillsborough County  
Tampa 

Temple 
Terrace  

Total 6,993 199,046 67,846 5,792 

  Less than $10,000 49 3,283 434 25 

  $10,000 to $14,999 83 2,499 289 36 

  $15,000 to $19,999 125 2,358 535 0 

  $20,000 to $24,999 0 1,466 319 0 

  $25,000 to $29,999 49 1,573 505 0 

  $30,000 to $34,999 172 1,631 572 54 

  $35,000 to $39,999 34 1,390 595 23 

  $40,000 to $49,999 131 3,527 1,573 143 

  $50,000 to $59,999 217 4,724 2,907 114 

  $60,000 to $69,999 132 5,617 2,391 285 

  $70,000 to $79,999 365 7,642 3,328 224 

  $80,000 to $89,999 478 8,933 4,044 342 

  $90,000 to $99,999 334 7,642 2,670 328 

  $100,000 to 
$124,999 

1,024 22,370 7,079 619 

  $125,000 to 
$149,999 

1,088 19,755 4,876 457 

  $150,000 to 
$174,999 

745 24,720 6,504 644 

  $175,000 to 
$199,999 

512 14,219 3,588 524 

  $200,000 to 
$249,999 

593 23,434 5,803 864 

  $250,000 to 
$299,999 

429 14,879 4,146 647 

  $300,000 to 
$399,999 

336 14,827 5,342 274 

  $400,000 to 
$499,999 

37 5,994 3,445 31 

  $500,000 to 
$749,999 

23 3,625 3,858 107 

  $750,000 to 
$999,999 

0 1,450 1,511 39 

  $1,000,000 or more 37 1,488 1,532 12 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2012 American Community Survey (ACS).  
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D.  BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY  
 
Hillsborough County's geographic location and size plays a crucial role in the overall economic 
health and vitality of the Tampa Bay region. One way to visualize this role is to answer the question 
“Where do workers live?” The 2010 Census found that there were 557,237 jobs in Hillsborough 
County. Of this number, 323,234 workers (58%) resided in the county itself. The adjacent counties 
of Pasco, Pinellas, and Polk contribute 121,251 workers (22%) to the county’s work force. The 
remaining 112,743 workers (20%) come from other counties, four of which are located outside of 
what is normally referred to as the greater Tampa Bay area. The following table illustrates the 
number of workers in Hillsborough County.                                                                
     

TABLE 2.12: “HOME COUNTY” OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY WORKERS 

Total Primary Jobs 2011 

  Count Share 

Total Primary Jobs 557,237 100.00% 

Jobs by Counties Where Workers Live  

  Count Share 

Hillsborough County, FL 323,243 58.00% 

Pinellas County, FL 53,139 9.50% 

Pasco County, FL 48,275 8.70% 

Polk County, FL 19,837 3.60% 

Orange County, FL 12,897 2.30% 

Manatee County, FL 9,624 1.70% 

Broward County, FL 7,784 1.40% 

Hernando County, FL 6,955 1.20% 

Sarasota County, FL 6,138 1.10% 

Miami-Dade County, FL 5,906 1.10% 

All Other Locations 63,439 11.40% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, OnTheMap Application and LEHD Origin-Destination Employment Statistics (Beginning of Quarter 
Employment, 2nd Quarter of 2002-2011). 

 
 

TABLE 2.13: EMPLOYMENT BY JURISDICTION (PLACE OF WORK) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Jurisdiction Population Employed 

Tampa 291,037 

Plant City 18,677 

Temple Terrace 11,037 

Uninc. Hillsborough County  456,825 

Total 777,576 
Source: ESRI Business Analyst.  
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Using information from the 2012 quarterly census of employment the county reported a labor force 
of 583,281 (not including utilities) and 38,468 business establishments.   
 

TABLE 2.14: NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS AND EMPLOYEES BY INDUSTRY 

2012 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Sector (2 digit) data for  
Hillsborough County.  Aggregate of all types. 

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 311 9,792 $166,294,471  $327  

21 Mining 18 290 $24,687,898  $1,639  

22 Utilities  ***   ***   ***   ***  

23 Construction 3,332 27,174 $1,256,608,994  $889  

31-33 Manufacturing 1,090 23,817 $1,194,416,617  $964  

42 Wholesale Trade 2,433 27,333 $1,652,683,112  $1,163  

44-45 Retail Trade 5,148 67,217 $2,037,496,186  $583  

48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 866 18,507 $935,476,838  $972  

51 Information 654 16,250 $1,306,734,422  $1,546  

52 Finance and Insurance 2,284 44,945 $3,000,682,749  $1,284  

53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 2,034 11,961 $566,235,313  $910  

54 Professional and Technical Services 6,300 49,664 $3,557,355,277  $1,377  

55 
Management of Companies and 

Enterprises 
232 8,804 $819,108,757  $1,789  

56 Administrative and Waste Services 2,757 49,004 $1,692,760,151  $664  

61 Educational Services 483 46,662 $1,891,506,742  $780  

62 Health Care and Social Assistance 3,731 73,467 $3,684,657,880  $964  

71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 514 13,485 $534,245,818  $762  

72 Accommodation and Food Services 2,769 52,546 $999,422,744  $366  

81 Other Services, Ex. Public Admin 3,133 16,776 $494,699,518  $567  

92 Public Administration 187 25,469 $1,451,468,205  $1,096  

99 Unclassified 192 118 $4,074,397  $666  

Source: Florida Labor Market Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Program 

Note: Asterisks indicate non-disclosable data 

 
The primary locations for industrial activity in Hillsborough County are historically associated with 
or in close proximity to the Port of Tampa or Tampa International Airport. Historically, office space 
was primarily concentrated in the Port, Westshore, University areas and in the Central Business 
Districts of Tampa. Newer employment areas have grown to include but not limited to the 
University area and the Brandon, and Sable Park area.  Other office development is also taking 
place in association with the I-75 and US 301 corridor. With the exception of the Mosaic facility on 
US 41 at the Alafia River, industries associated with phosphate mining are located in the eastern 
portions of the county. 
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There are an estimated 32,808 private non-farm establishments located in Hillsborough County 
with a total employment of 521,470 according to Census Quick facts 2012. There are 101,513 
non-employer establishments within the county.  
 
While the Port of Tampa continues to have a concentration of heavy and light industrial activity the 
character of the surrounding area near downtown Tampa has been undergoing a transformation. 
This area is no longer the site of warehousing, wholesale and transportation activities. Rather, it 
is redeveloping with retail, office, residential and tourist activities. Increased interest has been 
expressed in developing the area with more mixed use of residential and commercial uses. 

 

TABLE 2.15: 2014 MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

Rank Employer Name Industry Employees 

1 Hillsborough County School District Education Services 25,776 

2 University of South Florida Education Services 16,693 

3 MacDill Air Force Base Public Administration 14,500 

4 Hillsborough County Government Public Administration 9,707 

5 Tampa International Airport* Air Transportation 7,500 

6 Publix Supermarkets Grocery Store 7,156 

7 Tampa General Hospital Healthcare & Social Assistance 6,550 

8 St. Joseph’s Hospital Healthcare & Social Assistance 6,000 

9 JPMorgan Chase & Co. Finance & Insurance 5,000 

10 City of Tampa Public Administration 4,406 

11 H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center Healthcare & Social Assistance 4,300 

12 James A. Haley VA Medical Center Healthcare & Social Assistance 4,240 

13 Citi Finance & Insurance 4,000 

14 Busch Gardens Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 3,800 

15 Seminole Hard Rock Café Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 3,000 

16 Sweetbay/Winn-Dixie Grocery Store 2,800 

17 Florida Hospital Healthcare & Social Assistance 2,500 

18 Casper’s Company Accommodation and Food Services 2,500 

19 Humana Healthcare & Social Assistance 2,400 

20 TECO Energy Utility 2,300 

21 USAA Finance & Insurance 2,000 

22 Progressive Finance & Insurance 2,000 
Source: Tampa Bay Business Journal.2014 Book of Lists, Tampa Bay Partnership, Tampa Hillsborough EDC, Hoover’s, 

ReferenceUSA, and Company websites. 

 
Note: * The Tampa International Airport employment figure is limited to ancillary employment. Aviation Authority employment is 
represented in the Hillsborough County Government figure.  
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E.  FUTURE LAND USE 
 
Typical of a metropolitan area, the variety of land uses found in Hillsborough County range from 
highly urban areas such as Tampa, to the busy suburban areas such as Brandon and Citrus Park, 
to the picturesque rural areas of Wimauma and Keystone. Historically Hillsborough County’s 
principal activity centers have been located in: the business districts of downtown Tampa and the 
Westshore area, Old Carrollwood, The University of South Florida area, MacDill Air Force Base, 
The Port of Tampa, Tampa International Airport, downtown Plant City and adjacent unincorporated 
areas. Over time, new development has occurred largely within the identified urban service areas 
of unincorporated Hillsborough County and the “New Tampa” area of north-central Hillsborough 
County. 
 
Commonly, urban areas develop in and around activity centers and along the highway corridors, 
which connect them. With development moving away from the county’s urban core former 
suburban and rural areas have become urban in nature. According to the Planning Commission 
unincorporated areas of Hillsborough County experiencing increasing population growth include: 
Balm/Wimauma, Brandon, Carrollwood, Greater Sun City Center, Riverview, Westchase and 
Town ‘N Country. 
 
While outside the county’s urbanized central county area, the City of Plant City has been 
experiencing rapid growth as a result of spill-over from the development of the 
warehouse/wholesale industry in the City of Lakeland. The City of Temple Terrace has also 
experienced growth associated with both the expansion of the University of South Florida and the 
development occurring along the I-75 corridor. In addition to the growth and development in 
unincorporated Hillsborough County redevelopment activity is evident in three municipalities:  
Tampa’s residential development and it’s redevelopment in the Interbay and the Tampa Heights 
areas, and Temple Terrace’s and Plant City’s downtown redevelopment plans. 
 
The Planning Commission for Tampa and Hillsborough’s website is Hillsborough County’s 
information center for log-range planning projects and plans. Meeting information, maps and 
information on how to get involved can also be found on the site at:    
 

http://www.planhillsborough.org/aboutus 
 

The following three organizations work together to provide the information as listed on the 
website: 
 

1. The Planning Commission serves the citizens of Hillsborough County, City of Plant 
City, City of Temple Terrace, and the City of Tampa by providing a vision for improving 
the quality of life.  It is an independent, consolidated planning agency, led by 10 citizen 
appointees from all 4 local jurisdictions, which along with a staff of professional 
planners, promotes and coordinates comprehensive long-range planning, growth-
management, transportation, and environmental protection. 

 
2. The Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is a 

transportation policy-making board comprised of representatives from local 
governments and transportation agencies. According to federal and state laws, the 
Hillsborough County MPO is responsible for establishing a continuing, cooperative and 
comprehensive transportation planning process for Hillsborough County. Key 
responsibilities are the creation of the twenty-year Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) and the five-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
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3. Considering the present and future of the resources of the Hillsborough River is the 
Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning Board, an organization consisting of three 
elected officials representing the geographic location of the river. It is supported by the 
Hillsborough River Technical Advisory Council, comprised of eight agency 
representatives and three citizen members. Mandated by state law, the River Board 
and Council developed a Master Plan for the Hillsborough River. 

 
As Hillsborough Counties’ population grows and expands the need for expanding and improving 
mitigation techniques grows exponentially. The growth inland to both the north and east away 
from coastal flooding and velocity wave action is resulting in newer more wind resistant 
construction.  Development in the 100-year flood risk area, as well as the redevelopment areas 
in downtown Tampa and the Interbay area must meet the strict National Flood Insurance Program 
floodplain management standards. Hillsborough Counties’ wetlands are protected through new 
comprehensive plans and permitting processes. All these actions are resulting in more disaster-
resistant communities. Just as critical, if not more so than disaster–resistant buildings and other 
mitigation techniques, is the necessity to have an informed and educated populace. As the 
counties and cities first responders and resources continue to be challenged by growing 
demands, it is imperative that Hillsborough County citizens are knowledgeable and prepared to 
face and recover from disasters. By providing information and training to Hillsborough County 
residents’ lives will be saved, property will be spared and life will return to normal more rapidly 
after a disaster.   
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2. ATTACHMENT A: COMMUNITY MAP SERIES 
 

1. Roads, Railroads, Bodies of Water 
2. Population Density 
3. Rivers, Streams, and Wetlands 
4. Significant Wildlife Habitat 
5. Greenways 
6. Future Land Use 

a. Unincorporated Hillsborough County  
b. City of Tampa 
c. City of Plant City 
d. City of Temple Terrace 

7. Towns & Communities 
 

 

 

 


