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The January 6, 2016 Hillsborough County Diversity Advisory Council (DAC) meeting was called to order at 
6:30 PM by Chair Hung Mai. Members in attendance were: Chair Hung Mai, Vice-Chair Marcia Minutello, 
Becki Forsell, Gary Howell, Satish Sharma, Francis Joseph, Frank Roder, Robert Chen, David Chiriboga, 
Terry Kemple, Becki Forsell and Gamal Gasser. Members absent: Nestor Ortiz, Tonni Bacoat-Jones and 
Annie Thompson. Member via teleconference: Roxanne Bartley. Quorum was met. Staff present were: 
Albert Coleman and Carmen LoBue Office of Community Affairs.  

Public Comment: The first speaker, Mr. David McCallister expressed concern for the proposed Senate 
Bill SB 154 to ban all confederate images from any state, county or municipal public property and 
addressed it as a Human Rights violation by State law. Mr. McCallister asked the DAC to protest against 
the bill. He disagreed with the merging of the Northern-Southern European DAC category. The second 
speaker Ms. Emma Makdessi, ANYTOWN Coordinator, spoke of a “community time” program with 
interactive workshops that teach teens to engage in different conversations free of all forms of 
discrimination. The 5-day program takes place at Eckerd College in a live-in-dormitory residential 
conference format in a diverse, inclusive and confidential environment. She invited the council to 
embrace the program.  

Approval of December 2, 2015 Meeting Recap: Councilmember David Chiriboga motioned to approve 
the recaps, seconded by Vice-Chair Marcia Minutello and unanimously approved.  

Old Business:  

• Amendment to the DAC Resolution R12-113 – Mr. Coleman explained the proposed amendment 
to the DAC Resolution R12-113 as written by the County Attorney’s office. The amendment 
changed Section 3. Structure: Section 3(a) and 3(b); and added Section 3(d). The amended 
Resolution will be presented to the BOCC at their next meeting on Thursday, January 21. 
Councilmember Kemple asked staff to provide the population data used to create the DAC 
categories.  

• DAC 2016 main event group selection for vote - The DAC majority votes selected the six groups 
for the main event: People with Disabilities; Youth; Caribbean; Middle Eastern; Indian; and Asian. 

New Business:  

• Workgroup updates  
o Group 1 – Building awareness among different groups – April 16, 2016 DAC event. 

Councilmember Kemple advised to start the 90-day process for City of Tampa permit 
application for events. Group 1 proposed Tasks below for Councilmember assignments: 

 Host Communicator Manager Preparer Marketer Leader 

Head David C. Francis J. Gary H. Nestor O. Roxanne B. Hung M. 

Support Tonni B. Marcia M. Marcia M. Robert C. Frank R. Annie T. 

   Becki F. Terry K.  Satish S. 

      Gamal G. 
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o Group 2 – Chair Mai called for a DAC meeting on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 

County Center at 5:00 PM to discuss event planning. Staff will schedule the meeting and 
request public notice. Councilmember Roder provided update on event planning for 
Youth Summit. 

o Group 3 – Leveraging DAC member engagement – Vice Chair Minutello proposed a 
“thank you” letter for the Diversity Challenge summit attendees to be sent on behalf of 
the council.  

Announcement:  

• Sunday, January 31, 2016 (11:00 AM – 6:00 PM) – The Federation of India Association (FIA) of 
Tampa Bay Republic Day event at the India Cultural Center: 5511 Lynn Rd., Tampa. 
Councilmember Satish Sharma invited Mr. Coleman to participate as guest of Honor. 

• Saturday, February 13, 2016 (10:00 AM – 4:00 PM) - Suncoast Association of Chinese Americans 
(SACA) Celebrate Chinese New Year at Largo Central Park. 

• June 10, 11 &12, 2016 - The Annual Family Café in Orlando at the Hyatt Regency: 9801 
International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819. 

Adjournment:   9:00 PM; Next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 5:00 
PM. 

** Staff directives underlined 


