
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap-September 23, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry. 
Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Vice Chair India Witte, Ashley Carl via phone; Denise Chavez; Stacy 
Frank, Connie Gage, Dotti Groover-Skipper, Ann Madsen, Mindy Murphy, Tee Solomon, Jennifer Whelihan, 
Absent: Linda D’Aquila, Kim DeBosier, Susan Leisner and Ann Porter 
Additional attendees present: COSW Staff Liaison Renee Warmack  
 

Public Comment: Former COSW member, Kathleen Pravlik expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to 
serve on the COSW and the COSW shared its appreciation for her service. 
 

New COSW Member: Ms. Madsen, Executive Director for the Helen Gordon Davis Centre for Women, was 
welcomed and provided an introduction. 
  

Approval of Meeting Recaps: A motion was made to approve the August COSW meeting recap. The item was 
unanimously approved.  

 

Communications Update: Ms. Whelihan thanked members for their support of COSW social media efforts, 
discussed the needed articles for the October newsletter. The new deadline for submissions is September 28th. 
She agreed to follow up with those responsible for submitting articles. 
 
Staff Update: Ms. Warmack discussed the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) need to adjust the time for 
the October 7th COSW report to the BOCC. It was agreed that the report would occur at 10:45 am that day. She 
requested that League of Women Voter gift basket items be provided to her and reminded members that the 
deadline is October 27th for donating them. Ms. Warmack thanked the COSW for providing recaps of 
subcommittee meetings. She reiterated that staff support is not available for subcommittee meetings, to include 
providing the County’s conference line. It was agreed that subcommittee Chairs will offer their phone numbers 
for those wishing to call into the committee meetings. It was agreed that 26th floor Conference Room B is acceptable 
for future, regular COSW meetings; and for scheduling the future Friends of the COSW meetings. 

 

Tiger Bay Club of Tampa Luncheon, Nov. 20, 2015: Chair Fry reported that it is anticipated that the expert 
panel will consist of: Attorney Tom Gonzalez, Tampa Bay Times Deputy Editor Amy Hollyfield, COSW’s 
former Chair and current member Susan Leisner, USF’s Women’s and Gender Studies Chair Diane Price 
Herndl and Premier Eye Care CEO, Lorna Taylor. Event partners will include The Junior League, Athena 
Society and Working Women of Tampa Bay. Event logistics were reviewed. Only Tiger Bay Club members 
may ask questions of the panelists. The event invitation is in the process of being finalized by the Tiger Bay 
Club. 
 

Calendar: The October 7th 10:45 am COSW report to the BOCC and tentative Hillsborough Day date of 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016, in the evening will be added to the COSW calendar. 
 
Friends of the COSW: Chair Fry shared that the COSW funds have been transferred to the Bank of Tampa’s Friends of 
the COSW account. The balance is $24,702.80. A $10.49 check is pending and payable to Ms. D’Aquila. She reiterated that 
the new organization’s members will be the same as the COSW, and will meet in the Sunshine following the regular COSW 
meetings. Ms. Warmack shared that the agreement between the Friends of the COSW and the County is being reviewed by 
administration. Chair Fry advised that the Friends of the COSW will proceed with its business and looks forward to 
reviewing the agreement. She asked the COSW to review and provide feedback regarding on the draft bylaws which were 
distributed at the meeting. A motion was made and unanimously approved for the COSW to present the League of Women 
Voters of Hillsborough County with a COSW resolution and a $1,000 donation for its work as the COSW’s fiscal agent. 
Chair Fry will ask Ms. D’Aquila to prepare the resolution. 
 

Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF) Debriefing: Chair Fry read an email from Ms. D’ Aquila regarding the 
pending agreement with the Tampa Convention Center for the May 6th, 2016 WHOF. Ballroom B, which is 
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smaller and has a lower food and banquets spending minimum threshold than last year’s meeting room, will be 
used. Ms. Warmack reported that she anticipated the award nomination application being uploaded to the 
County’s website by the end of the week; and that the press release was approved and ready to be disseminated. 
Chair Fry asked COSW members to contact their respective appointing BOCC members and provide them with 
the nomination form and process. The COSW requested that Ms. Warmack facilitate having electronic and hard 
copy versions of the application distributed to the BOCC. Ms. Warmack agreed to make this request. Vice Chair 
Witte will send proposed dates to Ms. Warmack so that a WHOF Nomination Application Process Committee 
meeting can be scheduled. The goal is to enhance the nomination rating criteria. 
 
Advisory Council: Chair Fry and Vice Chair Witte reiterated the Fall Forum purpose and reviewed logistics for the event. 
Ms. Carl assisted with the Collaborative Labs contract language and it was distributed. The Forum facilitation plan and 
expected outcomes were reviewed. The event invitation style is being developed further by County Communications. It is 
expected to be ready for review by the end of the week. The clam shell design is not preferred by the COSW and it was 
noted that it will be eliminated from the 2016 WHOF collaterals, as well. COSW members were asked to submit 10 
names as potential stakeholders, i.e. retail outlets, churches, food banks, the school system, hospitals. Ms. Murphy 
reported on the Fall Forum, six question survey being sent in advance to registrants. It was agreed that the current 
Advisory Council members be maintain in 2016. 

 

2020 Women on Boards: Vice Chair Witte reviewed the plans for the Nov. 19th convening of Women on Boards 
in Tampa. The event will be comprised of a moderated panel of leading women aimed at raising awareness and 
funds. The Women’s Executive Leadership organization is leading the coordination of the Tampa event. A 
motion was made and unanimously approved for the COSW to serve as a partner organization that formally 
promotes the event to appropriate networks; and for members to make it a priority to attend, if possible. No 
formal financial support is being required for the COSW to serve as a partner in this initiative. The event time 
and location has not been confirmed. Chair Fry is going to share the initiative with the Florida Commission on 
the Status of Women. 
 

FCSW Update: Chair Fry reviewed the following events and dates that will take place on the 22nd floor of the 
Florida Capitol: Florida Commission on the Status of Women-Florida Women’s Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony: Jan. 27, 2016 at 5:30 pm; and Women’s Day: Jan. 28, 2016. Chair Fry is accepting 
recommendations for speakers and topics and volunteers; and said that a table is available for the COSW should 
a member wish to lead the coordination of it. Former Mayor Pam Iorio is among the 10 FCSW Hall of Fame 
Finalists who have been provided to the Governor. Chair Fry is coordinating with County administration to 
schedule Hillsborough Day on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, in the evening in Tallahassee. She invited members 
to volunteer to assist with the planning and execution. Mindy Murphy, Liz Kennedy and two local youth are 
Hillsborough County FCSW Florida Achievement Award recipients. 
  
Recap to Appointing Authority: The time for the COSW report to the BOCC was changed to 10:45 am on the 
previously approved date of October 7th. Chair Fry will coordinate with Ms. Warmack on the presentation logistics and 
materials. 
 
Other Business: Ms. Murphy made a motion that Chair Fry be formally nominated by the COSW as a Girls Scouts of 
West Central Florida Woman of Distinction. The motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.     ** Staff directives underlined 


