
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap-August 25, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry. 
 
Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Vice Chair India Witte via phone, Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Ashley Carl via phone, 
Denise Chavez, Linda D’Aquila, Dotti Groover-Skipper, Susan Leisner, Mindy Murphy, Kathleen Pravlik, Tee Solomon 
and Jennifer Whelihan. 
 
Members absent: Stacy Frank, Connie Gage and Ann Porter 
Additional attendees present: Hillsborough County Staff - General Counsel Mary Helen Farris, Operations and Legislative 
Affairs Officer Brandon Wagner and COSW Staff Liaison Renee Warmack  
 
Approval of Meeting Recaps: A motion was made to approve the July COSW meeting recap. The item was unanimously 
approved.  
 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)-Ms. D’Aquila provided an overview of 
the CEDAW initiative and it was agreed that a CEDAW representative will be invited to present at the COSW’s October 
meeting. 
 
Friends of the COSW: Ms. Leisner reported that bylaws have been drafted and a bank account is being established. Ms. 
Farris shared that the agreement between the Friends of the COSW and the County is being reviewed by administration and 
would be forwarded to the COSW for review. She reiterated that the Sunshine Law should be obeyed if there will be common 
members on the Friends of the COSW and the COSW. Chair Fry expressed her interest in the Friends of the COSW being 
transparent, in the Sunshine and strictly a fiscal support arm of the COSW. Friends of the COSW meeting times and staff 
support (County and external) was discussed by COSW members, Ms. Farris, Mr. Wagner and Ms. Warmack. 
 
Communications Update: Ms. Groover-Skipper reported for Ms. Whelihan that the COSW newsletter will be published 
October 8th and shared an update regarding COSW social media efforts. Methods for disseminating the newsletter were 
discussed. Ms. Warmack will explore available options through the County. The use of paid, external staff was discussed 
regarding the development of mailing lists. 
 

Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF) Debriefing: The award nomination application was presented by the WHOF 
Nominating Process Committee, chaired by Vice Chair Witte. Edits were proposed and will be forwarded to the 
Committee. Vice Chair Witte stated that the Committee will meet to develop a rubric for rating the 2016 nominees. 
Ms. D’Aquila reported that the Tampa Convention Center and the COSW have agreed to contract terms for the 2016 
WHOF. 
 
Advisory Council: A motion was made and unanimously approved for Chair Fry to negotiate and enter into a contract 
with Collaborative Labs for up to $3,500. The Women’s Health Mandate, survey and event flyer were discussed and 
edited. Ms. Witte will provide USF logos to Ms. Warmack. Ms. Warmack is developing an Eventbrite invitation for the 
Forum. The use of paid, external staff was discussed. The Forum’s scheduled end time has been changed to 4 pm.  

 
Tiger Bay Club of Tampa Event: Ms. DeBosier will chair the Program Planning Committee for this event and scheduled 
a Committee meeting for August 31st from 1 pm-3 pm. Chair Fry asked that all members be invited. 
 
2020 Women on Boards: Members were encouraged to support this event. 
 
Recap to Appointing Authority: Chair Fry will provide a written COSW report to the Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) and present before the BOCC on Oct. 7th. She encouraged COSW members to attend. Mr. Wagner encouraged 
Ms. Groover-Skipper to contact Carl Harness regarding her interest in updating the BOCC on the efforts to combat sex 
trafficking. 
  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.     ** Staff directives underlined 


