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The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry. 
 
Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Vice Chair India Witte, Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Ashley Carl. Linda D’Aquila via 
phone, Stacy Frank, Connie Gage, Susan Leisner, Kathleen Pravlik, Tee Solomon and Jennifer Whelihan. 
 
Members absent: Dotti Groover-Skipper, Mindy Murphy and Ann Porter 
Additional attendees present: Hillsborough County Staff – County Administrator Mike Merrill, General Counsel Mary 
Helen Farris and COSW Staff Liaison Renee Warmack  
 
Public Comment: Kim Park, Director of Catering at the DoubleTree expressed interest in the venue being the site for the 
2016 Women’s Hall of Fame Luncheon. 
 

Go Hillsborough Presentation: County Administrator Mike Merrill gave a Powerpoint presentation and fielded 
questions regarding Go Hillsborough. He gave an overview of the County’s infrastructure maintenance needs and the 
urgency for implementing modernized transportation strategies throughout the County. He highlighted the citizen input 
process and feedback received to date; and outlined the organizations involved in the planning. Potential transportation 
projects are now being shared at community meetings in an effort to receive more public input. A ½ percent sales tax 
referendum generating $3.5 million over 30 years, could be on the ballot in November, 2016 to fund the plan. More 
information can be found at www.GoHillsborough.org. The COSW discussed taking a position on Go Hillsborough at 
some point in the future. 
 

Approval of Meeting Recaps: A motion was made to approve the June COSW meeting recap. The item was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Communications Update: Ms. Whelihan reported that the COSW newsletter will be published October 1st. She requested 
that new COSW member Tee Solomon provide her with her bio and photo to promote via social media. She posts to 
Twitter and Facebook twice a week. She requested that Ms. Warmack provide her with the new COSW logo. 
 

Staff Update: Ms. Warmack asked members to review the revised attendance log and calendar and requested their 
feedback. She shared that new member, Ms. Solomon, was in attendance for the first time as a new member. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer DeBosier distributed a report which shows the WHOF net proceeds as $6,635.53, and the 
COSW account balance as $25,012.71. 
 
Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF) Debriefing: The DoubleTree and Convention Center are the preferred, potential 
venues for the WHOF. Concerns regarding the Convention Center’s costs and policies were reviewed. Other members are 
still in the process of collecting information from other venues that may be considered. Ms. Witte, Ms. Murphy, Ms. 
Leisner and Ms. Carl will meet soon to discuss the WHOF award criteria. The award nomination application will be made 
available in mid-September and Ms. Warmack will add this to the COSW Calendar. 
 
Advisory Council: Chair Fry provided a Fall Issues Forum update. The Forum is scheduled for November 17th from 1 pm 
to 3 pm at the Children’s Board. A representative from Collaborative Labs will attend the next Advisory Council meeting 
on August 6th at 2:30 pm at County Center, Clerk of the Court Conference Room, 13th Floor.  

 
Tiger Bay Club of Tampa Event: It was determined that The DoubleTree will be the location of the Tiger Bay Club of 
Tampa / COSW joint event on November 20th Event. Chair Fry asked members to help secure speakers for the event. 
 
2020 Women on Boards: A motion was made and unanimously approved for the COSW to support the efforts of the 
2020 Women on Boards – Tampa Convening event scheduled for November 19, 2015. Ms. Witte distributed an 
informational flyer regarding the event. 
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USF Women in Leadership and Philanthropy (WLP): Ms. Witte distributed a postcard announcing the WLP’s 10th 
Annual Symposium Community Leadership Award honorees, the Honorable Pam Iorio and the Honorable Jan Platt. She 
shared that Ms. D’Aquila was among the strong pool of nominees. Very few tables are available for the event which will 
be held October 9th at A la Carte Event Pavilion. 
 

Calendar Updates: Chair Fry highlighted changes to the COSW Calendar which was distributed.   
 
Friends of the COSW: Ms. Leisner reported that the Articles of Incorporation have been developed and filed with the state 
of Florida; a bank account has been created with the Bank of Tampa; and documents to establish the 501c3 organization are 
being filed. County Attorney Mary Helen Farris reported that she will draft and bring back to the COSW for review, an 
agreement between the County Commission and the COSW. 
 
Recap to Appointing Authority: Chair Fry discussed the format for the COSW Report to the County Commission. Ms. 
Warmack will obtain input from Brandon Wagner and report back to Chair Fry. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.     ** Staff directives underlined 


