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The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Jennifer Whelihan. 
Members present: Vice Chair Jennifer Whelihan, Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Ashley Carl, Yvonne Fry, Dotti 
Groover-Skipper, Connie Gage, Susan Leisner, Mindy Murphy, and Tee Solomon. 
Absent: Chair India Witte, Denise Chavez, Linda D’Aquila, Ann Madsen and Ann Porter  
Note: A report prepared by Chair Witte with detailed updates on all agenda items under her purview, was 
provided to COSW members. 
 
Welcome and Introductions: Vice Chair Whelihan shared that Chair Witte was not able to attend the meeting 
and that she sends her apologies. Vice Chair Whelihan asked that the COSW take a moment to acknowledge 
Commissioner Stacy Frank, who recently passed away. She recognized and honored Ms. Frank for her advocacy, 
and service to the COSW. She said that Ms. Frank voted with her heart and was a very kind person. It was noted 
that members attended Ms. Frank’s memorial service at the Tampa Museum of Art and that Chair Witte sent an 
orchid to Pat Frank, on behalf of the COSW. Ms. Leisner shared that Ms. Frank expressed her appreciation for 
the thoughtful gesture. Ms. Warmack was thanked for keeping the COSW apprised of the memorial service 
details. Vice Chair Whelihan said that Chair Witte sent the COSW online links regarding Ms. Frank’s life. Vice 
Chair Whelihan suggested that they be shared via COSW social media. 
 
Meeting Attendance: Vice Chair Whelihan asked that members review the attendance log. Ms. Groover-Skipper 
and Ms. Carl asked that Ms. Warmack research whether their March meeting absences were excused. Ms. 
Groover-Skipper requested the same regarding her January, 2016 absence. The process for excusing absences 
was discussed. Ms. Warmack stated that it was her understanding that the COSW Chair determines whether an 
absence is excused. Members expressed an interest in obtaining a better understanding of the criteria for an 
excused absence. Ms. Murphy questioned whether excused absences needed to be documented on the Attendance 
Log. Ms. Solomon expressed that she supports the process that is in place and feels it enhances the Chair’s ability 
to perform her function of meeting management and overseeing member accountability.  
 
Approval of Meeting Recap: A motion was made by Treasurer DeBosier to approve the May meeting recap and 
seconded by Ms. Murphy. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
ByLaws Committee: Ms. Warmack will consult with County administration regarding the County Commission’s 
efforts to standardize the absentee policy across all County Boards and Councils. A motion was made by Ms. 
Murphy and seconded by Ms. Solomon to amend the Bylaws so that a quorum is defined as seven members. The 
motion passed unanimously. Ms. Carl intends to hold a Committee meeting immediately following the August 
COSW meeting to address the issues discussed at the meeting, to include the role of the Advisory Council. Ms. 
Warmack will let Ms. Carl know if a room reservation is available in Conference B on the 26th floor for that time; 
notice the meeting; and email the current ByLaws to the members. 
 
Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF): WHOF Committee Co-Chair Leisner distributed a proposed timeline for 
planning the WHOF Induction and Luncheon. She cited Chair Witte’s report that indicated that Ms. D’Aquila 
suggested that a Tuesday or Wednesday, in late March, be considered for the WHOF event. She explained that 
the COSW’s preferred room was not available at the Tampa Convention Center on the other preferred days. Ms. 
Warmack was asked to share the County Commission meeting dates during that time and said that the first 
Tuesday of each month is normally a Land Use Board (which is synonymous with the County Commission) 
meeting; and that County Commission meetings are generally the first and third Wednesday of each month. The 
dates and pricing of other community events were discussed. Interest was expressed regarding changing the 
design of WHOF collaterals. Ms. Warmack will provide copies of the materials to members at the August 
meeting for review. Ms. Murphy advised that the Convention Center food and beverage minimums are 
correlated to the respective rooms. 
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It was decided that former WHOF sponsors be sent a sponsorship packet and that the packets be available in 
September. Sara Mickelson will be asked to send the packets. Ms. Leisner will provide proposed WHOF event 
dates at the August COSW meeting. She suggested that the WHOF call for nominations and identification of 
sponsors take place in September; the Inductee nomination deadline be the end of October; the selection of 
Inductees take place in November; and that Inductees be notified and their photos and biographical information 
sought in December. Ms. Warmack shared that at a prior COSW meeting it was recommended that the 
Inductees be recognized at a March BOCC meeting, to coincide with Women’s History Month, rather than in 
January. 
 
Fall Forum: The process for scheduling Advisory Council meetings and the fact that the Fall Forum topic is 
transportation, was reviewed. The leadership roles for coordinating the Fall Forum and facilitating the Advisory 
Council; and a news article related to user fees, taxes and the cost of doing business, were discussed.  
  
Friends of the COSW: Treasurer DeBosier shared that the WHOF financials show a net of approximately 
$3,000, provided that about $4,075 in outstanding sponsorship and guest payments are received. Treasurer 
DeBosier stated that Betty Reed has not paid $820 in outstanding guest payments; and that USF and several 
others have outstanding sponsorship balances. She said Ms. Mickelson could provide the full list. Ms. Fry asked 
if USF’s contribution was to be an in-kind sponsorship due to graphic design costs incurred. Treasurer DeBosier 
and Ms. Warmack stated that they had no knowledge of that arrangement. Treasurer DeBosier agreed to 
research the item. She reported that the Friends of the COSW account has a $16,583.31 balance; total assets 
over $20,000; and the income statement for the calendar year shows the organization is up $1,200. 
 
COSW Calendar: Vice Chair Whelihan reviewed the meeting dates. 
 
Florida Commission on the Status of Women (FLCOSW): Ms. Fry reported that the next full meeting of the 
FLWHOF will include a statewide meeting of Florida’s COSW’s. She suggested that the Hillsborough County 
COSW decide if it would like to have a presence with a table or some form of participation. She said she plans 
to attend and that the dates are Wednesday, September 21st and Thursday, September 22nd in Gainesville; and 
that the Achievement Awards luncheon will take place on the 22nd. Ms. Fry will have event details forwarded to 
Ms. Warmack for dissemination to the COSW.  
 
She shared that a financial literacy summit will be held November 17th in Jupiter. The event is intended to be 
developed into a model for statewide use. The summit will be followed by a FLCOSW meeting on November 
18th, also in Jupiter. Ms. Fry shared that Women’s Day at the Capitol will be held March 29th and 30th and that 
the Hall of Fame event may be moved from the Capitol, to be held in conjunction with the Florida Chamber, 
and that the evening event may be replaced with a legislators’ event. She said that the legislative session will be 
in the spring, 2017, and in January, the following year. Vice Chair Whelihan suggested that the FLWHOF 
Inductees be shared via Hillsborough County COSW social media. 
 
Communications Update: Ms. Murphy requested that the Twitter and Facebook login information be resent to 
her. Vice Chair Whelihan agreed to resend the Twitter information and Ms. Warmack agreed to resend the 
Facebook information. 
 
Other Business:  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Vice Chair Whelihan.      
** Staff directives underlined 


