
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap-May 26, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry and a quorum was not present. 
Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Kim DeBosier, Denise Chavez, Linda D’Aquila, Mindy Murphy, Jennifer Whelihan 
via phone and Ashley Carl via phone.  
Members absent: Vice India Witte, Stacy Frank, Connie Gage, Dotti Groover-Skipper, Susan Leisner, Ann Porter, 
Kathleen Pravlik and Geraldine Twine.  
Additional attendees present: Hillsborough County Staff - Brandon Wagner and Renee Warmack  
 
Approval of Meeting Recaps: A quorum was not present to approve the recap of the April 28, 2015 meeting. Ms. Murphy 
asked that the recap include a sub heading “USF Women in Leadership & Philanthropy” within the section entitled 2020 
Women on Boards to denote this separate topic. Chair Fry requested that Ms. Warmack provide meeting recaps in draft 
form to her, Ms. Witte and Ms. D’Aquila, for approval and then distribute to the COSW, within a week of the meeting; and 
the attendance sheets for all meetings be combined into one document. COSW members will record and prepare recaps for 
any subcommittee meetings. 
 
USF Women in Leadership & Philanthropy: Chair Fry asked that the COSW’s nomination of Jan Platt for the USF 
Women in Leadership and Philanthropy Lifetime Achievement Award, be included in the recap. 
 
Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF): Ms. Warmack will work with Ms. D’Aquila on program edits in preparation for next 
year’s WHOF. Ms. D’Aquila is checking with the Convention Center for the following, potential WHOF event dates: 
May 12th, 13th or 6th (in rank order of preference). Ms. Carl and Chair Fry are working to develop partnerships with high 
schools, HCC, USF and UT to cultivate youth/young adults who may be interested in attending the WHOF through 
sponsored/complimentary tickets or tables. Mr. Wagner emphasized the impact of staff changes and asked that meeting 
deadlines be met. The COSW requested that staff articulate deadlines better. Ms. D’Aquila will send Ms. Warmack the 
WHOF “Control Document” that is used to guide WHOF planning. The COSW and staff will explore a new way to secure 
media sponsors. Ms. Carl and Ms. Witte will provide frameworks used by their respective institutions. Mr. Wagner shared 
a suggestion by staff that the COSW identify a backup option for audio visual support should the Convention Center 
refuse to grant future exceptions to HTV for such services. The WHOF Award application nomination deadline is October 
30th. The COSW will work to clarify nomination criteria. Chair Fry asked Ms. Warmack to request WHOF event feedback 
from COSW members via email. Ms. Warmack will provide clarification of staff support for the development of press 
releases and dissemination of same.   
 
Advisory Council: Chair Fry provided an update on behalf of Ms. Witte. She shared that transportation and nutrition will 
be key aspects of the Fall Forum.  Collaborations with Commissioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam, Publix, McDonald’s, 
Humana, FitLife and Walmart are under consideration. Mr. Wagner will provide the COSW with Go Hillsborough 
information and timeline; and request County Administrator Mike Merrill speak to the COSW. Appearances by HART 
CEO and Tampa Hillsborough Homeless Initiative representatives will be postponed to future COSW meetings. The next 
Advisory Council meeting is June 17th at 2:30 pm. Ms. Warmack will secure an alternate meeting room and notice it to 
members and the public, as soon as possible. Chair Fry will continue to encourage as many COSW members as possible 
attend the Council meetings to provide guidance and support. 

 
Tiger Bay Club of Tampa: Chair Fry requested that Ms. Warmack email COSW members with the following Tiger Bay 
Club event details: June 19th, 11:30 am, at Stetson University; and add it to the COSW event calendar. Tampa City 

Councilman Mike Suarez and Katherine Eagen, HART CEO, will address transportation issues at the event. The COSW 
agreed to provide a $500 sponsorship for the November 20th Tiger Bay Club of Tampa luncheon. 
 
Calendar Updates: The following will be added to the calendar: WHOF Award application nomination deadline: Oct. 
30th; COSW Regular meetings on Nov. 10th and Dec. 8th.  Chair Fry asked Ms. Warmack to request that the COSW 
members provide her with key community/nonprofit event dates to add to the COSW calendar of events. Ms. Warmack 
will schedule the rest of the 2015 Regular COSW meetings and update the calendar. 

 
 

 

Friends of the COSW: Chair Fry is having a conference call with staff this Thursday to discuss creation of Friends of the 
COSW. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.     ** Staff directives underlined 


