
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap 

March 17, 2015 

 
 

 
 

601 East Kennedy Boulevard, 24th Floor, Tampa, FL 33602                    www.hillsboroughcounty.org/statusofwomen/                    813.276.2640 

The March 17, 2015, Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women (COSW) meeting was called to order by 

Chair Yvonne Fry at approximately 11:02 a.m. A quorum was present. 

 

Members present: India Witte, Dot Skipper, Denise Chavez, Ann Porter, Ashley Carl, Kim DeBosier, Geraldine Twine, 

Ashley Carl, Susan Leisner, Stacy Frank, Jennifer Whelihan and Linda D’Aquila (by telephone) 

 

Members absent: Kathleen Pravlik and Mindy Murphy 

 

Additional attendees present: Robert Salmon, Hillsborough County Staff 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Approval of Meeting Recaps: Recap of the February 25, 2015, meeting was unanimously approved. 

 

Communications Update: Jennifer Whelihan provided an update on the bi-annual newsletter, for which members had 

created content and Ms. Whelihan had created a template. She also discussed an upcoming Women in Tech event, which is 

supported in part by Hillsborough County’s Economic Development Innovation Initiative. 

 

Staff Update: Robert Salmon reminded the group of the upcoming YEA! Awards selection and the steps to be taken by 

the COSW members. Chair Fry decided to have half of the members review high school nominees and the other half 

review the middle school nominees. Selection will take place at the April 7th planning meeting. Chair Fry requested that 

staff print an updated attendance log for each member for every meeting. COSW members requested that the HART CEO 

speak to the full body in June and County Homeless Services/THHI speak to the full body in August. 

 

Pay Equity Day: Members discussed organizing a multifaceted approach to the issue of pay equity, which would involve 

local jurisdictions’ elected officials and various media. 

 

Women’s Hall of Fame Planning: Members provided their respective updates and Kim DeBosier discussed the event 

budget in contrast to the COSW regular budget. Staff will order ribbons to cover the COSW/Women’s Hall of Fame for 

the next three years and will coordinate with the Supervisor of Elections to have a voter registration table at the event. 

Members discussed reaching out to various media contacts for event coverage. 

 

Advisory Council: India Witte stated that the Advisory Council’s first meeting has been scheduled for April 9th and that 

all COSW members were invited to attend. She explained that the purpose of the Council would be to determine the 

greatest community needs when selecting issues to address, and wants to ensure that Advisory Council members are 

invited to all COSW events. 

 

FCSW Update: Mary Lee Farrior will be celebrated at Women’s Day at the Capitol, and a pre-event will be scheduled at 

the Governor’s Club; at 6 p.m. the Hall of Fame ceremony will take place, followed by reception. March 25th is 

Hillsborough County Day and Louis Betts is organizing this event. Chair Fry encouraged members to show up and 

represent Hillsborough County in Tallahassee. 

 

Adjournment: 12:45 p.m. 

   
** Staff directives underlined 


