COMMISSION ON THE
S, Status
1i S O] {
HigomE Wommen

Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women
Meeting Recap
February 25, 2015

The February 25, 2015, Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women (COSW) meeting held in the
Board Room of the Tampa Hillsborough Expressway Authority was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry at
approximately 9:10 a.m. A quorum was present after the arrival of Mindy Murphy.

Members present: Ashley Carl, Denise Chavez, Linda D’ Aquila (by phone), Kim DeBosier, Stacy Frank, Yvonne
Fry, Dottie Groover-Skipper, Mindy Murphy, and India Witte.

Members absent: Connie Gage, Susan Leisner, Ann Porter, Kathleen Pravlik, Geraldine Twine, and Jennifer
Whelihan.

Additional attendees present: None
Public Comment: None
Approval of Meeting Recap: Recap of the January 27, 2015, meeting was unanimously approved.

Communications Update: Jennifer Whelihan is creating a template for the inaugural semi-annual COSW
newsletter. The newsletters are planned to be distributed between our two major annual events. They will recap the
most recent event and raise awareness of the upcoming event. Content is needed immediately for the inaugural
newsletter to be distributed sufficiently far in advance of the WHOF event so as to raise awareness of that event.
Commissioners who had agreed to provide content were asked to submit it before the end of the week (February
27™). Chair Fry is planning to meet in March with Liana Lopez of Hillsborough County Communications to discuss
COSW communications.

Hall of Fame Planning: Susan Leisner and Stacy Frank are working on a plan to increase event sponsorships.
There was concern regarding the room assigned to the event by the Tampa Convention Center. Chair Fry will
follow up to ensure we are satisfied with the room for the event.

Advisory Council: India Witte is scheduling the first meeting of the Advisory Council. Ms. Witte and Chair Fry
met with Donna Petersen of USF Public Health to discuss the concept of advocacy. Dr. Petersen provided valuable
feedback regarding the concept, suggesting “women’s health” rather than “women’s health care”. The Advisory
Council will consider how best to accomplish the objective by determining who the audience is, what the desired
outcome is, and potential formats for events. Community conversations may be the springboard for this issue. It
was noted that the United Way has expressed interest in collaborating. It was decided that the Advisory Council
and the Commission should meet together at some point to ensure coordination. Two specific items were discussed
relative to women’s health: Hillsborough County’s Indigent Health Care program, which is a highly successful

lof2

601 East Kennedy Boulevard, 24" Floor, Tampa, FL 33602 www. hillsboroughcounty.org/statusofwomen/ 813.276.2640


http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/statusofwomen/

COMMISSION ON THE
: Status
Hills] of 4
HigomE Wommen

model that too many people are unaware of; and transportation, lack of which can be a major obstacle. Ideas were
generated around these two items, including a sign-up campaign for the Indigent Health Care program, and inviting
presentations at future COSW meetings from Hillsborough Area Regional Transit (HART) Authority and the
Indigent Health Care program so the Commissioners can be more fully informed.

FCSW Update: Events for Women’s Day at the Capitol are scheduled for March 23-25 in Tallahassee, with the
major event being held on March 24", Several commissioners will be attending. Hillsborough Day at the Capitol is
March 25", The FCSW is redoing their website. Chair Fry asked Stacy Frank if she would ask Pat Frank to
participate in a video on the history of the FCSW.

Recap to Appointing Authority: Not discussed.

Other Discussion: As part of the Advisory Council discussion on transportation challenges for women as it relates
to women’s health, Chair Fry indicated she would like to see transportation as a primary focus topic for the COSW
this year, in addition to women’s health.

Pay Equity Day is April 14". The COSW would like to pass a resolution in support of pay equity to coincide with
Pay Equity Day. A committee was formed to develop a resolution: Denise Chavez (Chair), Stacy Frank, Linda
D’Aquila, Kim DeBosier, Mindy Murphy, and Yvonne Fry. A question was asked whether there is a rating system
for a community’s “friendliness to women”, as there are for other community barometers. No one was aware of
such a rating system.

Adjourn: 11:00 a.m.

** Staff directives underlined.
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