
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap-October 27, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry. 

Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Vice Chair India Witte, Linda D’Aquila, Kim DeBosier, Stacy Frank, 

Connie Gage and Tee Solomon 

Absent: Ashley Carl, Denise Chavez, Dotti Groover-Skipper, Susan Leisner, Ann Madsen, Mindy Murphy, 

Ann Porter and Jennifer Whelihan 

Additional attendees present: University of Tampa representatives Dr. Denis Rey, student Christa Trombley 

and student Bryan Deschamps; and COSW Staff Liaison Renee Warmack  

 

Approval of Meeting Recaps: The September COSW meeting recap was not approved, as a quorum was not 

present.  

 

Communications Update: Chair Fry reported that the COSW newsletter was published. The next newsletter 

will be published in January/February, 2016. COSW social media efforts have been ongoing. 

 

Staff Update: Ms. Warmack requested input on the COSW calendar and the meeting notice process. 

 

Tiger Bay Club of Tampa Luncheon, Nov. 20, 2015: Chair Fry reviewed event logistics and the final event 

invitation was distributed. 

 

Calendar: Ms. Warmack will add Hillsborough Day, February 10, 2016, in Tallahassee, to the calendar.  

 

Friends of the COSW: Chair Fry shared that she is pleased with the proposed, draft agreement between the 

Friends of the COSW and County. She deferred the item to the November meeting.  

 

CEDAW: University of Tampa representatives Dr. Denis Rey, student Christa Trombley and student Bryan 

Deschamps presented regarding the “Tampa Bay CEDAW Coalition,” a like-minded group of organizations and 

private sector businesses seeking to gain local support in order for Tampa, St. Petersburg, and Clearwater to 

become the next cities to join the “Cities for CEDAW” movement. The Tampa Bay CEDAW Coalition will 

seek to influence local political leaders to take action to end all types of discrimination against women 

worldwide by acting locally. The goal is to encourage the city councils of Tampa, St. Petersburg, Clearwater, 

and surrounding municipalities to enact ordinances in support of the convention.  By promoting action at the 

local level, Cities for CEDAW aspires to persuade the US Senate to ratify CEDAW. (See Powerpoint 

presentation distributed with this recap.) 

  

Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF): Vice Chair Witte presented the WHOF Nomination Process Committee’s 

new proposed review process. It was decided that the new rating criteria be used as a guide, only. COSW 

members will review the nominees prior to the November 10th COSW meeting and vote for their top two 

choices at the November 10th COSW meeting. It was decided that members’ names will be written on each 

respective ballot, to maintain the transparency required under the Sunshine Law. It was requested that the 

winners be announced at a January, 2016 County Commission meeting. Ms. Warmack will contact the 2015 

WHOF nominators to request that they re-submit those they nominated last year, for 2016 considerations; and 

provide the WHOF event planning chart to members for discussion at the November meeting. 

 

Advisory Council: Logistics for the Fall Forum were reviewed. The final event invitation was distributed and 

members were encouraged to register; and to continue to reach out to their networks. Ms. Warmack will request 

that the County’s Communication’s team photograph the COSW members and the COSW Advisory Council, at 

the Forum.  

 

2020 Women on Boards: Vice Chair Witte reviewed the plans for the Nov. 19th convening of Women on 

Boards in Tampa and encouraged members to register. The final event invitation was distributed.  
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FCSW Update: Chair Fry reviewed FCSW events and activities and announced that Hillsborough Day will 

take place on February 10, 2016, in Tallahassee.  

 

Recap to Appointing Authority: Ms. Warmack reported that she and Brandon Wagner hand-delivered the 

COSW report materials to all BOCC offices in October.  

 

Other Business: Chair Fry asked Ms. Warmack to send an email to all members stressing the importance of 

meeting attendance in November and December. Members were encouraged to turn in their gift basket items for 

the League of Women Voters Paula Dockery event. A letter was distributed to members by Chair Fry, from 

Congresswoman Castor, regarding an effort to promote having a female statue placed at the U.S. Capitol.  

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.     ** Staff directives 

underlined 


