
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  

Meeting Recap-January 5, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Yvonne Fry. 

Members present: Chair Yvonne Fry, Vice Chair India Witte, Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Linda D’Aquila, 

Ashley Carl, Denise Chavez, Connie Gage, Susan Leisner, Ann Madsen, Mindy Murphy, Tee Solomon and 

Jennifer Whelihan 

Absent: Stacy Frank, Dotti Groover-Skipper and Ann Porter  

Additional attendees present: Robin Ingles with Seniors in Service and Renee Warmack, COSW Staff Liaison.  

 
Introduction of Guest: Ms. Ingles stated she attended the Grocery Gap event and is interested in the work of the 

COSW and will stay at the meeting to learn more. Recruitment of mentors for youth was discussed. It was 

suggested that Ms. Ingles contact Merrell Dickey with the Hillsborough Education Foundation, for more 

information and further assistance. 

 

Approval of Meeting Recaps: A motion was made, seconded and approved to approve the November COSW 

meeting recap.  

 
Election of Officers: Ms. Warmack indicated that she had prepared ballots for the election of officers. It was 

decided that the election would occur at the February meeting and that Ms. Murphy would provide Ms. Warmack 

an email to send to members to help identify those interested in serving as officers and Committee Chairs. The 

Committee Chairs to be named are for Hall of Fame, Communications, Bylaws and Governance, Special Projects 

and the Fall Forum. It is intended that the COSW Chairs also serve as the Friends of the Commission on the Status 

of Women. Ms. Solomon emphasized the use of Committees to perform the work of the COSW. Ms. Warmack 

provided clarification of the Sunshine Law in terms of required tasks related to Committee meetings; and use of 

a consent agenda. She will get clarification from the County Attorney’s office as to whether members on the 

COSW can be required to serve on the Friends of the COSW, without changing the Resolution. Members who 

may serve on the Bylaws and Governance Committee are Ms. Carl, Murphy and Ms. Frank. Ms. Carl asked Ms. 

Warmack to find out if the public can participate in meetings via a conference line. 

 

Communications Update: Ms. Whelihan reported that the COSW social media efforts are up to date. Chair Fry 

requested analytics be provided and the COSW and the Florida COSW be connected via social media. 

 

2020 Women on Boards: Ms. Witte reported that over 100 women from organizations such as Athena, COSW 

and Women in Leadership and Philanthropy participated in the convening. As a follow up to the event a 

“Thought Leadership Group” has formed that is developing next steps. The list will be brought to the partner 

organizations for consideration. 

 

Calendar: Ms. Chair Fry asked that the 2016 Girl Scouts of West Central Florida’s Women of Distinction 

luncheon on March 29th be added to the calendar. Ms. Warmack indicated that she was prepared to share a 

listing of proposed 2016 COSW meeting dates and that space has been booked for the meetings. Discussion 

occurred regarding the timing of the annual Hall of Fame Inductee selections and Officer selections. It was 

decided that meeting dates will be identified at the next meeting.   

 

Friends of the COSW: The Friends of the COSW functions were reviewed. It was decided it will meet at 11 am 

and the COSW will meet at 11:15 am on February 23rd. Ms. Leisner asked Ms. Warmack to provide her with the 

final Friends of the COSW agreement.  

 

Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF):  

Ms. D’Aquila reported that the Convention Center contract is complete except for audio visual needs. 

Discussion ensued regarding various creative ideas for use of the video taping of the event. Ms. D’Aquila will 

contact HTV staff and develop a draft of the WHOF planning document.  
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Advisory Council: Vice Chair Witte asked that the 2016 topic be identified at the next meeting and that her 

hope is that the existing Advisory Council members remain in place. Ms. Warmack was asked to re-send the 

Manifesto document.   

 

Transportation Update:  Ms. DeBosier stated that the school system has significant transportation issues. She 

stated that HART’s First Mile, Last Mile effort is impressive. Chair Fry is interested in HART coming to a 

future COSW meeting.  

 

FCSW Update:  Ms. Madsen asked Chair Fry about the results of the FCSW’s listening tour. After much 

discussion about topics discovered during the tour, such as access to transportation and domestic violence, 

Chair Fry asked members to bring back topics that they or their representative organizations would like the 

FCSW to address over the next three years. 

 

Staff Update: Ms. Warmack reminded members to let her know if they plan to attend the BOCC meeting where 

the Women’s Hall of Fame Inductees will be presented with a Commendation.  

 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Fry.      
** Staff directives underlined 


