
Hillsborough County Commission on the Status of Women  
Meeting Recap-August 23, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair India Witte. 
Members present: Chair Witte, Vice Chair Jennifer Whelihan, Ashley Carl, Denise Chavez, Linda D’Aquila, 
Yvonne Fry, Connie Gage, Susan Leisner, Ann Madsen, Mindy Murphy and Tee Solomon. 
Absent: Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Dotti Groover-Skipper and Ann Porter  
 
Welcome and Introductions: Chair Witte reiterated her apology for being unable to attend the July COSW 
meeting, due to airline issues beyond her control. She thanked Vice Chair Whelihan for leading the meeting in 
her absence.  
 
Meeting Attendance: Chair Witte requested that members review the meeting Attendance Log and follow up 
directly with her or Ms. Warmack, if they had concerns. Chair Witte invited member input regarding the 
attendance policy and indicated that changes could be made through the work of the ByLaws Committee. The 
attendance policy was discussed. Ms. Warmack shared that County administration is in the process of considering 
a consistent attendance policy to apply to County Boards and Councils, but that there is no current date whereby 
any new policy would be implemented. She indicated that the effort is a result of poor attendance on various 
Boards, and a concern that representatives are not contributing as they should. It was reviewed that a member 
could be removed from the COSW following three consecutive, unexcused absences. Chair Witte encouraged 
members to attend meetings so that the good work of the COSW could be accomplished. Ms. Warmack will 
forward to members the County’s Standards of Conduct document and a Florida Commission on the Status of 
Women Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) referenced by Ms. Fry. The MOU conveys its expectations of 
members to their respective organizations. Ms. Warmack will research the past talking points template used by 
members to update the respective bodies or Commissioners they represent. 
 
Approval of Meeting Recap: A motion was made by Ms. D’Aquila to approve the July meeting recap, and 
seconded by Ms. Gage. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF): After discussion and review of various County and community calendars, it 
was decided that the month of March was preferred for the WHOF Induction Ceremony and Luncheon. WHOF 
Co-Chair Leisner indicated that she would contact the Tampa Convention Center to confirm the date and room. 
Ms. D’Aquila will provide Ms. Leisner the Convention Center contact person’s information. Ms. Murphy 
shared that the Convention Center is less willing to negotiate its rates. She will forward a copy of the current 
contract she has negotiated for a different event there. WHOF 2016 print materials were discussed and it was 
agreed that no major changes will be made. Ms. D’Aquila suggested that the women represented on the 
Riverwalk be identified. The WHOF planning timeline (Control Document) is being developed. It was decided 
that sponsorship levels will remain the same as the 2016 levels. Ms. Fry shared that Pasco County has 
established a COSW. Sara Mickelson will send former WHOF sponsors a solicitation packet in September.  
 
Advisory Council/Fall Forum: Chair Witte thanked Ms. Fry and staff for making arrangements for the Council’s 
upcoming meeting. She reviewed that transportation content experts who will serve included: Katherine Eagan, 
HART; Wendy Brill, Tampa Chamber; and Ms. DeBosier. Chair Witte shared that Dr. Kathleen Moore will 
participate on the Council and that she is the Program Committee Chair for the League of Women Voters. The 
League is also interested in the issue of transportation. Chair Witte expressed that she hopes the League will 
partner with the COSW on the Fall Forum activities. Ms. D’Aquila noted that Sara Mickelson also works for the 
League. Last year’s Forum was reviewed and the planning process for the upcoming Forum was discussed. Ms. 
Fry shared that it’s important that the COSW serve as a catalyst. Ms. Leisner suggested that public transportation 
consumers attend the Forum. Ms. Fry discussed a Florida Department of Transportation survey, located at 
TellFDOT.com, that she hopes will start a dialogue. Ms. Warmack will send the survey to the COSW; and explore 
whether the COSW can accept media sponsors. Vice Chair Whelihan, Ms. Solomon, and Ms. Chavez suggested 
that the Forum’s publicity be enhanced. Ms. Murphy suggested that the Forum be videotaped. Ms. D’Aquila 
agreed to assist with the Forum’s planning and logistics.  
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Friends of the COSW: Chair Witte shared that the organization is running well; that Sara is providing 
outstanding service; and that the WHOF event earned revenue from the WHOF. Ms. Leisner was praised for 
ensuring that the organization’s tax return was filed.  
 
COSW Calendar: Chair Witte reviewed the calendar. Ms. Warmack will add the following to the calendar: 
Women in Leadership and Philanthropy’s Fall Symposium, on October 6th and The Helen Gordon Davis Centre 
for Women’s Waves of Change Luncheon. Both events will be held at the Tampa Downtown Hilton.  
 
ByLaws Committee: Ms. Carl indicated that she has a draft version of the Bylaws. It was agreed that these were 
developed by Ms. Fry, Ms. Murphy and Ms. D’Aquila. It was decided that the following changes be made: the 
Secretary/Treasurer role be combined; that a three person Nominating Committee be established and appointed 
by the COSW Chair; and that the role of the Advisory Council be incorporated. Ms. Carl will bring a revised 
version of the ByLaws to the September COSW meeting. 
 
Florida Commission on the Status of Women (FLCOSW): Ms. Fry described the FLCOSW’s Hall of Fame 
selection process and noted that Lee Leavengood has been nominated. She reviewed the following event dates: 
Florida Commission on the Status of Women Achievement Awards Luncheon on the 22nd; and Women’s Day at 
the Capitol, which will be held March 29th and 30. She noted that the Hall of Fame event may be moved from 
the Capitol, to be held in conjunction with the Florida Chamber; and that the evening event may be replaced 
with a legislators’ event.  
 
Communications Update: Ms. Murphy has been active on the COSW’s Twitter page. Ms. Warmack agreed to 
work with Ms. Fry to help Ms. Murphy gain administrative rights to the COSW’s Facebook page. Ms. Fry 
expressed that she would like the COSW pages to be in compliance with the Florida Sunshine law. She asked 
Ms. Warmack to research whether the County archives the COSW pages and if the County monitors the pages 
for any inappropriate posts that may appear from the public.   
 
Staff Update: Ms. Warmack requested that members respond to COSW and Friends of the COSW meeting 
invitations she sends so that she can brief Chair Witte in a timely manner. She noted that those who accept the 
Outlook appointments do not need to send a separate email. Ms. Warmack reiterated that staff support to 
COSW Committees is limited to public noticing the meetings, coordinating the meeting date and securing 
meeting space. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Witte at 12:36 am.      
** Staff directives underlined 


