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The meeting was called to order by Chair India Witte. 
Members present: Chair Witte, Vice Chair Jennifer Whelihan via phone, Treasurer Kim DeBosier, Denise 
Chavez, Linda D’Aquila, Yvonne Fry via phone, Connie Gage, Dianne Hart via phone, Susan Leisner, Ann 
Madsen, and Tee Solomon. 
Absent: Ashley Carl, Dotti Groover-Skipper and Mindy Murphy.  
 
Welcome and Introductions: Chair Witte welcomed new COSW member Dianne Hart who joined the meeting 
by telephone. Ms. Hart shared that she is the head of an affordable housing organization in East Tampa and looks 
forward to her service on the COSW.   
 
Meeting Attendance: Chair Witte stated her pleasure at improved attendance.  
 
Approval of Meeting Recap: A motion was made by Ms. D’Aquila to approve the September meeting recap, 
and seconded by Ms. Chavez. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Women’s Hall of Fame (WHOF): WHOF Co-Chair Ms. Leisner distributed the WHOF Control Document 
and reviewed the tasks. Ms. Leisner is waiting for the signed contract to be returned from the Convention 
Center. Ms. Leisner will address the event’s audio visual needs with the Convention Center.  
 
Chair Witte will lead the development of the program speakers. Commissioner Miller will be added to the 
program; and Ms. Hart will invite him to the event. COSW members will reach out to their appointing County 
Commissioners to invite them to the event. Ms. Warmack will continue to assist with County Commissioner 
attendance confirmations.  
 
Chair Witte will explore pricing for orchids that will be used as centerpieces. Ms. Gage will order the orchids 
which will be given to sponsors; and order the flower bouquets for Inductees. The new inductee highlight video 
will be added to the Control Document. Ribbons for past inductees will be labeled as Honoree. Ms. Warmack 
will transition the role of ordering the ribbons to Sara Mickelson. Chair Witte would like members to have 
duplicate, gold COSW name badges if they (the members) are willing to purchase them. The LWV will assist 
with registration. A COSW liaison is needed to interface with the Inductees.  
 
Chair Witte has provided templates to County Communications to begin developing save the dates and 
invitations. Drafts should be forthcoming. A hard copy save the date postcard with Inductee photos and short 
biographies will be mailed and converted into an electronic invitation to be sent via email and posted on the 
websites. Emailed announcements of the Inductees will be sent with a press release in December. Printed 
invitations will be sent to the printer by December 15th and mailed the first week in January. Ms. Madsen 
offered to promote the WHOF event at the Waves of Change event on March 10th. Ms. Warmack will follow up 
with COSW members on their headshots. A new COSW group photo is needed. Ms. Carl may lead the redesign 
of the printed program that is scheduled to be sent to the printer by February 24th. Vice Chair Whelihan will 
send the list of elected officials she developed last year to Ms. Chavez. Ms. Chavez, Ms. Madsen and Ms. Gage 
who volunteered to obtain letters of congratulations. Ms. D’Aquila will order the plaque. Ms. DeBosier will 
prepare the budget. Chair Witte formally thanked Ms. D’Aquila for her longstanding leadership of WHOF 
events and activities; and applauded Ms. Leisner and Ms. Chavez for heading up the 2017 effort. 
 
The WHOF sponsorship goal is $15,000 to $20,000. Chair Witte encouraged COSW members to send their 
donor prospect lists to Ms. Mickelson. Better parking solutions and event signage at the Convention Center will 
be explored. Ms. Leisner will update the Control Document and send it to Chair Witte and Ms. Warmack. A 
bulleted list of needed volunteer roles will be sent to the COSW. 
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Ms. Warmack reported that several WHOF nominations have been received, a second press release has been 
sent and Ms. Murphy has promoted the call for nominations on Facebook. Ms. Warmack will send the WHOF 
voting process information. She reviewed that all past WHOF nominators were contacted and asked to submit 
nominations; and will forward the list to Chair Witte. 
 
Chair’s Report:  
Advisory Council/Fall Forum: Chair Witte and Secretary/Treasurer DeBozier reported that Fall Forum planning 
is in its final stages and that it is anticipated that the transportation needs of women will be depicted through video 
vignettes. The intent is to ensure that the needs of women are communicated over the next several years so that 
the public, community organizations and policymakers are aware of them when decisions are made. Biking, 
ridesharing and transit are among the modes of transportation that will be highlighted. The initiative will be 
nonpartisan, a budget will be developed; and Ms. Fry will provide video production expertise when possible. 
Friends of the COSW: Chair Witte stated that a FCOSW update is not necessary because all members were 
present at the Friends of the COSW meeting.  
COSW Calendar: Chair Witte shared the Hispanic Professional Women’s Association is having a scholarship 
benefit event on Saturday, November 19th in the morning; and that the informal COSW holiday gathering on 
December 14th will be at the Tampa Yacht and Country Club. Ms. D’Aquila stated that she is preparing a 
nomination for Arthenia Joyner for the LWV Lifetime Achievement Award and asked if the COSW would like 
to submit the nomination. Ms. Leisner made a motion for the COSW to endorse nominating Senator Joyner for 
the award, which was seconded by Ms. Madsen. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. D’Aquila shared that the 
LWV is seeking nominees for the Sidney and Thalia Potter Civic Leadership Award.  
 
ByLaws Committee: The proposed ByLaws were reviewed. Revisions proposed at the meeting included 
updating the name of The Centre for Women to The Helen Gordon Davis Centre for Women; that the County 
Attorney provide verbiage regarding the use of independent contractors; that Chairman be changed to Chair; the 
first bullet in section nine be deleted; and vote be added to the introductory sentence in nine; and correcting 
several scrivener’s errors. Ms. DeBosier made a motion to approve the proposed ByLaws, with the new 
amendments and that they be sent to the County Attorney for review. Ms. Solomon seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. Chair Witte will incorporate the edits, adjust the formatting and forward the 
document to Ms. Warmack who will forward them to the County Attorney’s Office. 
 
Florida Commission on the Status of Women (FLCOSW): Chair Witte asked members to reach out to 
Governor Scott and the Florida Cabinet to request that Lee Leavengood be selected as a Florida Women’s Hall 
of Fame Inductee. She noted that the Hall of Fame event will be held in conjunction with the Florida Chamber 
and Florida Cabinet in October or November, 2017.  
 
Staff Update: Ms. Warmack stated that she will provide Chair Witte with the procurement process information 
regarding the $10,000 designated for the COSW by the County.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Chair Witte.      
** Staff directives underlined 


