Recap of the Hillsborough County Diversity Advisory Council (DAC) Meeting
September 7, 2016

The September 7, 2016 Hillsborough County Diversity Advisory Council meeting was called to order at
6:37 p.m. by Chair Nestor Ortiz. Members present: Chair Ortiz, Vice-Chair Gary Howell, Gamal Gasser,
Francis Joseph, James Tokley, Roxanne Bartley, Letitia Haynes, Robert Chen, Satish Sharma, Lisa Demmi,
Patti Sanchez, Kamal Patel, Raed Khawaja, Leon Herndon, Kate Shaw, Lynnette Stine, Virgil Perry,
Jennifer Shiver, Terry Kemple and Tonni Bacoat-Jones (was delayed). A quorum was present. Staff
present: Albert Coleman and Carmen LoBue from the Office of Community Affairs and Brandon Wagner
from the Office of Operations and Legislative Affairs.

Public Comment: Mr. Terence Wolfe referenced the proposed County Ordinance two requests: first, for
the DAC to discuss and pass a resolution advising the BOCC to reschedule for hearing and then adopt the
resolution as prepared by the County Attorney passed around at the request of Commissioner Beckner
which would in perpetuity designate, each year, June as LGBT pride and history month and designate
June 12 the anniversary of the Pulse massacre and attack on the gay community in perpetuity as a
special day for reflection and remembrance, and also shall include Other appropriate activities as
approved by the County Administrator or recommended by the DAC; and second, for DAC to discuss and
vote to undertake to apply to March 25 as a group in next year’s LGBT Pride parade in Tampa, under an
official banner to be designed by DAC or County and reserve boot space for the distribution of
information on what the council is and does. He asked for the DAC to use their resolution R12-112 which
gives them advisory authority and allows them to serve as ambassadors.

Mr. David McCallister spoke and said he represented the indigenous southern Americans, a significant
population lacking direct representation. He said the DAC At-Large representative has advocated for his
group in the past, however had also felt discriminated against by the DAC. He agreed with Mr. Wolfe
that the DAC needs to take up their advisory authority, he referenced BOCC issues that should have
been discussed and/or originated at the DAC table. He referred to the DAC Rules of Order, Rule 20 which
called for audience comments to be limited to five (5) minutes and not three (3) as previously given, he
then congratulated all new members and welcome back the existing members; and

Mr. Fred Hearns with the Community Law Enforcement Workshops (CLEW) program informed the DAC
of the BOCC approval of $30,000 to have a series of CLEW in Hillsborough County. He will be managing
the workshops. Their next meetings will be on Monday, October 17 and Tuesday October 18, 2016 in the
Clair-Mel neighborhood area. There will be seven workshops in seven different locations in schools or
churches throughout the County and will be working closely with County’s Sheriff’s Office, citizens, Mr.
Coleman and DAC members. The theme of the workshops is “Community and Law Enforcement working
together towards greater Intercultural understanding”. There were similar workshops in 1985 — 2005,
then the City-County voted not to continue funding, however thanks to Commissioner Miller’s
leadership and BOCC support they have reinstated the program.

Introductions - welcome: Chair Ortiz led the discussion as councilmembers introduced themselves.
Old Business:

e Staff provided a list of expenditures for the DAC Interact Festival 2016
e Approval of August 3, 2016 Meeting Recap: Councilmember Joseph made a motion to approve
recaps, seconded by Councilmember Chen and unanimously approved.
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Orientation: Ms. DeBora Cromartie-Mincey, Senior Assistant County Attorney, provided an overview of
the Florida Sunshine Law which states that all public meetings are open to the public at all times. She
also briefed them on the Public Records Law, Chapter 119, Florida Statutes which she states that every
person who has custody of a public record shall permit the record to be inspected or examined by any
person desiring to do so, at any reasonable time, under reasonable conditions, and under supervision by
the custodian of the public record, however personal notes for personal use and verbal information is
not under the public records law.

New Business: Councilmember Gasser presented a slideshow describing issues of concerns of the
Middle Eastern Community. He described a 90% Muslim community in Hillsborough County and urged
the DAC to act as a role model in precautionary action for attacks on the community. Alarming reports
of fires on Islamic educational facilities and mosques declared accidental and then found as arson
support studies that find Florida as a hot spot for Islamophobia. He suggested having a Leadership
Dialogue Panel (LDP) to defuse tension and achieve a peaceful outcome for the benefit of all. The LDP
would include the BOCC, the City Mayors, elected official leaders of the Muslim community and the DAC
members. There was dialogue on how to best address the issue and consideration for the new members
who requested a review of their Rules of Order and Resolution to better understand the process to
follow as an advisory board, their authority, function and limitations. Staff was asked to include items
for discussion at their October meeting. Mr. Gasser will send presentation to staff for distribution to
DAC members.

Ms. Bartley made a motion that the DAC members prepare five key steps on how to address any
pressing need of any individual diverse community to be discussed as old business at October’s meeting.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Tokley. Mr. Kemple voted against the motion, all other members
present voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

There was discussion regarding the DAC being an action vs. advisory group. The founding Resolution
states that the purpose of the DAC is to ensure that the diverse needs and ideas of Hillsborough County
residents are identified and communicated in a timely manner so that their interests can be addressed,
without increasing the size of county government.

Mr. Kemple made a motion that at next meeting, after Ms. Tarr’s presentation of the Resolution, to
have a discussion of what the purpose of the DAC is, whether the DAC is an advisory body or an action
body. The motion was seconded by Mr. Tokley. All members present voted in favor of the motion.
Motion carried.

Announcements & Council Member Reports:

e Monday, Sept. 12, 2016 Eid-ul-Adha Celebration, at The Florida State Fairgrounds: 4800 N. Hwy.
301, Tampa, FL Starts at 9:30 AM -11:00 AM- Islamic Community of Tampa

Adjournment:

Next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 5, 2016, at 6:30 p.m.
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